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Moorhead State Teachers College at 50 ...

or Moorhead State Teachers College’s 50th anniversary in 1937, “The Praeceptor,” our former campus yearbook, published an ornate special edition. The introduction reads: “Half a century – fifty years
of service to the Northwest, fifty years of growth in the concept of teacher training, of continuing enrichment of the curriculum – these, we trust, are symbolized as well as paralleled by the physical growth
here portrayed: from a lone edifice on the prairie to the modern campus of today.” The beautifully designed publication included dozens of photos and tidbits of history – like when the football team, then
nicknamed the Pedigodes, defeated NDSU 5-0 in 1900. By 1937, following a major fire, the college adopted the Dragon nickname. The left photo’s original caption said: “Quizzes, assignments, Saturday’s
game, the all-College party – whatever the subject, it leads to college friendships.” Current students reenacted the original photo Thursday in Flora Frick.

MSUM requests $2.7 million Leaders plan Thursday budget forum
for four campus projects
MSUM holds student budget forum
BY BRYCE HAUGEN
haugenbr@mnstate.edu

When the Minnesota legislature
considers a bill to fund construction
projects next year, MSUM will
focus on getting money for smaller
fixes, not major projects.
Officials in charge of university
facilities presented a $2.7 million
request for four of the campus’s
“most pressing maintenance and
repair needs” to Senate Capital
Investment Committee members,
who stopped at M State Wednesday
morning. The prioritized list calls

for replacing aged underground
steam pipes ($820,000) installing
new field lights at Nemzek
($496,000), reroofing part of
MacLean ($627,000) and securing
stone panels at the CA ($793,000).
“It’s critical for us to maintain our
buildings and increase efficiency,”
Jan Mahoney, vice president for
finance and administration, told the
committee before members toured
a proposed M State transportation
building.
Mahoney said the list of projects
is derived from MSUM’s master
facilities plan.
RENOVATIONS, BACK PAGE

Students adore campus iguana

C

BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringebe@mnstate.edu

urie, the campus iguana, has lived in the Science Lab building for nearly four years. It
takes daily strolls through MSUM.
FULL STORY, PAGE 7
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BY BRYCE HAUGEN
haugenbr@mnstate.edu

Administrators and student leaders will
update students and take questions about
MSUM’s budget crisis at a Thursday forum.
The meeting, scheduled for 2 p.m.
in CMU 101, comes the day before an
important deadline in the university’s
efforts to deal with a projected $2.2 million
deficit this year, $4.9 million next year and
possible additional $3 million the following
year. The 97 professors who received early
retirement offers in the mail a few weeks
ago have until Friday to accept or reject
them. There will be at least one buyout
accepted per department – about 35 total.
They are intended to voluntarily reduce the
workforce to match persistently declining
enrollment.
“Students have a vested interest in the
outcome of the situation, and if you know
only a little bit about the situation it can
sound more alarming than it is,” said MSUM
spokesman Dave Wahlberg.
Helping students develop a complete
perspective on the budget crisis, he said, is
“what we’re hoping to do at this forum.”
The forum won’t reveal any previously
unreleased information, Wahlberg said,
but it will give people who haven’t been
following developments a chance to catch
up.
“If you haven’t been involved in the
conversation there will be a lot of new
information,” he said.
At a previous student budget forum on
Oct. 18, attended by more than 30 students,
some raised concerns about the effects of
significantly reducing the faculty workforce.
A week earlier, a Facebook group emerged
to “demand alternatives.” As of Sunday,
“Save Our School: 125 More Years,” had
430 “likes.”

ADVOEATS:
VINYL TACO
IMPRESSES, PAGE 6

What: Provost Anne Blackhurst, other
MSUM administrators and student
government leaders discuss the
university budget crisis
When: 2 p.m. Thursday
Where: CMU Room 101
Why: To provide details and answer
questions about the ongoing budget
situation

The most recent post, from Oct. 25, states:
“Due to the early retirement offers that
have already been sent to members of the
faculty, we have decided to make our next
plans based on the numbers of acceptance.
Please standby as we respectfully await the
difficult decisions our faculty are making.”
It lists five impacts of “extreme faculty
cuts,” including fewer classes offered,
larger class sizes, potential elimination of
majors and minors, reduction in educational
quality and local economic ramifications.
In various public appearances, Blackhurst
has said that after the buyouts, MSUM will
still have the lowest student-to-faculty ratio
among comparable institutions in the state.
President Edna Szymanski has said class
sizes will increase and class offerings will
be reduced “a wee bit.”
Decisions about whether or how to
cut programs are being delayed until the
university has a better idea of how much
the buyouts will save. An advisory group
of professors recommended evaluating
possible deeper cuts based on enrollment
and cost per department. The Faculty Senate
rejected another recommendation – that each
department submit a 600-word statement
about strengths and long-term vision.
Faculty union board member Paul Harris,
the history department chair, said the group
reasoned departments should not have to
FORUM, BACK PAGE

DRAGON WRESTLERS
KICK OFF NEW
SEASON, PAGE 10
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ampus
alendar

11.5 - 11.10

11.5

11.6

7 - 9 p.m. Mr. &
Ms. MSUM, CMU
Ballroom
All day Children’s
Picture Book Sale,
CMU
4 - 5 p.m. “Exploring
Majors & Careers,”
MA 173
6:30 p.m. Glow-in-the
Dark Mat Kickball,
Nemzek gym
7:30 p.m. XclusiveDance Comedy Show,
Weld

11.7

All day Children’s
Book Sale, CMU

11.8

9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Indigenous Peoples’
Symposium, CMU 101
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Security Update
Director of Public Safety

World News

LAX suspect acted alone
Police said Sunday that LAX
shooting suspect Paul Ciancia
told police that he acted alone,
and a friend had dropped him off
at the airport before the shooting.
Ciancia, 23, was officially
charged Saturday with murdering
a federal officer and a separate
charge of committing violence at
an international airport. Ciancia
could face the death penalty if
convicted. FBI Special Agent
David Bowdich said Saturday that
Ciancia allegedly fatally shot TSA
agent Gerardo Hernandez at pointblank range, walked away, went
up an escalator to Terminal 3 and
then returned to the prescreened
area and began shooting again.
Five people, including Ciancia,
were wounded in the shooting.
eBay apologizes for Holocaust
items
eBay apologized on Sunday and
swiftly removed about 30 items of
Holocaust memorabilia, including
an Auschwitz uniform believed to
belong to a Polish baker who died
there. Other items included the
yellow Stars of David that Jews
were forced to wear by Nazis,
a pair of shoes belonging to a
death camp victim, a Holocaust
victim’s battered suitcase and a
concentration camp toothbrush.
ebay also said it donated $40,000
to charity. The items were found
after an investigation by the
British newspaper “The Mail” on
Sunday, and eBay also admitted
to the paper that they had no idea
how long the items had been up
for auction.

MSUM Briefs

Two short films created by
faculty member are screened in
Milwaukee
Two new shorts by Kyja
K-Nelson, Cinema Arts &
Digital Technologies, screened at
Woodland Pattern in Milwaukee
Oct. 25. K-Nelson’s “The Fiscal
Cliff” and “Look Out Point” were
part of an exhibition curated by
Cecelia Condit.
Founding mother of the
department of mathematics dies
Marion V. Smith, 93, died
on Friday, Sept. 13, 2013, at
the Shepherd of the Valley
Healthcare Center. A native of
St. Paul, Minn., she had retired as
professor emerita from Moorhead
State University, where she taught
mathematics from 1945 to 1982.
As a hobbyist photographer, she
enjoyed summer vacations touring
the world’s exotic locals, which
resulted in many awards.

Kenyans win NYC marathon
Kenyans Geoffrey Mutai and
Priscah Jeptoo won the New York
City marathon on Sunday, in a
race filled with meaning after last
year’s race was canceled due to
Hurricane Sandy and the Boston
Marathon bombings earlier in the
year. Security was “everywhere”
in the 26.2-mile, five-borough
race, according to the race’s fans.
Jeptoo, 29, trailed Bronx resident
Buzubesh Deba with just three
minutes left to go in the race, and
overtook Deba to finish at 2:25:07
Mutai, 32, powered ahead in the
home stretch of the race, coming
into the Central Park finish line
at 2:08:24. Nearly 50,000 runners
competed in the NYC marathon
this year.

Eric Brown directs winning
short film in annual 48-hour film
competition
At 7 p.m. last Friday, while
many students were out having
their post-Halloween excursions,
students of the film department
were anxiously awaiting their team
assignments and criteria for this
year’s 48-hour film competition,
the National Film Challenge.
At the MSUM level, the
competition gives students an
opportunity to compete for the
chance to submit their project to
the national level.
This year, students were split
into three teams of six or seven
initially, with the three directors
being Eric Brown, Joseph Kojetin
and Michaela Fitzgerald.
The competition consists of
students having to come up with
a four to seven minute piece using
specific criteria.
This year’s specifics were a
genre requirement, a character
requirement, a specific line of
dialogue and a wig. The students
then had 48 hours to complete
their piece.
On Sunday night, the three
competing
teams
presented
their pieces to their classmates/
competitors, and a single winner
was chosen.
The winner, “Daisy’s World”
directed by Eric Brown, will be
competing on behalf of MSUM at
the national level this year.

Kanye West wears Confederate
flag
Kanye West wore a Confederate
flag on his jacket sleeve on
Saturday. He has featured the
flag as part of his promotional
materials for the “Yeezus” tour,
including T-shirts with a skull
that featuring the words “I ain’t
comin’ down.” West told Los
Angeles radio station 97.1 AMP
on Monday that he “took the
Confederate flag and made it
my flag. React how you want.”
Thanks for your permission, Mr.
West.

Mollberg
has
article
published in “Journal of
Accountancy”
Kim
Mollberg,
School
of Business, had an article
entitled “Government Farm
Payments Subject to SE Tax”
published in the November
2013 edition of “Journal of
Accountancy.”
Published
continuously since 1905, the
“Journal of Accountancy” (with
386,000 paid subscriptions) is
the flagship publication of the
American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants.

World news from dailybeast.com

Greg Lemke
10.25
Requested welfare check in Dahl,
contact made- subject okay
Requested welfare check in East
Snarr, contact made- subject okay
10.26
Burglar alarm in MacLean, falsekey holder contacted
10.27
Marijuana odors in South Snarr, two
referred to Campus Judicial
Alcohol violation in G-6 Lot,
Moorhead Police Department cited
one for minor consuming, referred
to Campus Judicial
Alcohol violation in Holmquist,
Moorhead Police Department
responded, four
referred
to
Campus Judicial
		
Marijuana odors in Nelson, unable
to detect
10.28
Suspicious activity in South Snarr,
referred to Moorhead Police
Department
Theft of parking permit in G-11 Lot
Harassment report taken at public
safety building
911 hang up in Nelson, false- misdial
911 hang up in Neumaier, false misdial

Marijuana odors in South Snarr, two
referred to Campus Judicial
10.29
Marijuana odors in East Snarr, unable
to detect source
Noise complaint in East Snarr, one
referred to Campus Judicial
Suspicious activity on north side of
Lommen, gone on arrival
Marijuana odors in Dahl, unable to
locate source
10.30
Alcohol odors in South Snarr, unable
to locate source
Theft in the Wellness Center
Assisted in locating a missing child,
Moorhead
Police
Department
responded and transported
10.31
Requested welfare check in East
Snarr, contact made - subject okay
Auto boot placed in M-4 Lot for
outstanding citations
Fire alarm in Neumaier, false- burnt
food
Blue light activation near Maintenance
Building, false-mechanical
Fire alarm in Nelson, false-burnt food
Suspicious activity in South Snarr,
information only-patrol requested

Safety Tip of the week
If you choose to consume alcoholic beverages, do so safely!
•
•

•
•

Know your limit and set a limit of the number of drinks you will
consume. Stop drinking when you get to your limit, well before
the point when you lose the ability to make good decisions.
Have an agreement with friends that you won’t allow each other
to leave with unknown persons or people you just met. A decision
to have sexual relations with another should only be made when
you are sober.
Do not drink and drive. Call a taxi or call a roommate, friend or
parent for a ride.
Remember, you are responsible for your decisions about when to
drink and how much to drink. You are equally responsible for all
of the consequences that may result from making poor decisions
when it comes to drinking alcohol. Think before you drink.

To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218-477-2449

dra•gon vo•cab

Hatchlings - A group of three or more Baby Dragons
Dragonated - Chemically inconvenienced (“I don’t like to
dance, unless I’m dragonated”)

125th Anniversary Token Hunt
MSUM is sponsoring a monthly token hunt around campus.
One token will be placed in a location around school grounds
each month. We’ll reveal a clue each week until the token is
found. Find the golden token and redeem it at the bookstore for a
$50 gift card. The clue can be found below:
When searching for this token, you will need courage to get
past the ghost that haunts this place.
Massage special being offered
at the Wellness Center
All new clients to Therapeutic
Embrace Massage inside the
MSUM Wellness Center will

receive $5 off an hour, or $10
off 90 minutes from the already
discounted staff/faculty or student
rate. This special is available
through Dec. 20.

MSUM briefs from Dragon Digest and submitted at advocate@mnstate.edu
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MSUM’s New Rivers Press
celebrates 45th anniversary
two of their authors will be presenting Wednesday as
a part of the Tom McGrath Visiting Writers Series at
MSUM.
New Rivers Press (NRP), an MSUM based
The Tom McGrath Visiting Writers Series brings in
publisher, is celebrating 45 years this week. NRP’s published authors over the course of the school year to
mission is to “publish and promote enduring speak for students. Last Wednesday the series brought
contemporary literature and to create academic in Sarah Fox and John Colburn, who are both poets
learning opportunities.” This week the company is from the Twin Cities.
doing just that through their involvement in not only
David Haynes and Bradford Tice, the authors who
their own “birthday celebration” on Thursday, but also will be presenting in CMU 101 on Wednesday, will be
sharing with attendees
their latest works.
“Rare Earth,” Tice’s
collection of poetry,
won the Many Voices
Project award for 2012.
Haynes’ seventh novel,
“A Star in the Face of
the Sky,” will be the
topic of his discussion.
Thursday’s
event,
which NRP is calling
their
“birthday
celebration,” will take
place at the Rourke
Art Museum and will
feature readings from
Tice, Haynes and four
more NRP authors:
Sian Griffiths, Kathryn
Levy, Joe Stracci and
Madelyne
Camrud.
The event will begin
at 6:45 p.m, will be
BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringebe@mnstate.edu free
to the public
Twin Cities poets Sarah Fox and John Colburn gave a McGrath Visiting Writers Series talk Wednesday and will include free
at the CMU. The series concludes this week with authors David Haynes and Bradford Tice.
refreshments.
BY ELLEN ROSSOW
rossowel@mnstate.edu
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History
professor
writes murder
mysteries;
gives advice to
aspiring writers
BY ELLEN ROSSOW
rossowel@mnstate.edu

By day, students may know Dr. Gerald Anderson as
simply their history professor, but in reality he is so much
more than that. One could say he has a certain amount of
mystery about him.
Anderson wrote his first novel in 1994, basing the plot
on something that had happened to his father.
“It was a historical novel set in western Minnesota in
1926,” Anderson said. “It was a good story, so I wrote it
up.”
Anderson drew inspiration not only from his father, but
also from murder mystery parties his wife would throw.
“My wife was a fabulous entertainer,” he said.
This second novel of his, “Death Before Dinner,” takes
place in Fergus Falls. Anderson set the novel there for a
variety of reasons.
“It’s a nice community,” he said. “Beautiful town. Not
very many murders.”
Besides how clean and simple the town is, Anderson lets
it set up its own jokes throughout his book.
“It’s a pretty Scandinavian town,”
he laughed. “That way I can throw in a
Norwegian joke.”
Anderson’s latest novel, “The
Unicorn Murder or Victoria’s Revenge”
came out in June and can be found in
bookstores all around the Midwest,
including Barnes and Noble and
Zandbroz.
Even though his books can be found
in retailers, Anderson is very humble
about his works.
“We aren’t talking high class
literature here, he laughed. “I wouldn’t
say it’s rubbish … You’ve got to start
someplace.”
Anderson, although humble, is an
experienced writer and has advice for
students who are aspiring to follow in
his footsteps.
“Take a chance in yourself,” he said.
Anderson’s published his most
“You’ve got to have ambitions.”
recent novel, “The Unicorn Murder
Anderson also encourages aspiring
or Victoria’s Revenge” (above) this
writers to find someone to be a second
summer. He published his first
reader for them, in order to criticize it.
novel, “The Uffda Trial” (below)
“Don’t be too thick-skinned about it,”
in 1994. It was based on actual
Anderson said.
events.
Anderson also encourages students to
always keep working on their writing.
“The only way you get to be a better
writer is to keep writing,” he said.
“Also, the more you read good writing
the better you become. You develop
vocabulary, and you develop your own
style.”
Even though Anderson is a published
author, he still thinks of himself as a
teacher first. Having taught at NDSU,
Concordia and of course MSUM, as
well as getting his masters from NDSU
and doctorate from the University
of Iowa, teaching will always be his
chosen profession.
“My main life is teaching,” he said.
“I really like teaching. If people like my
books, that’s great.”

ENG
ECON

Delivery & Carryout
7th Street • 218-233-6400

Add Breadsticks & 2-Liter

A&E

519

8/14/13 3:59 PM

Page 4 | Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2013 | The Advocate

Features

Students, professors revamp MSUM NAfME chapter
BY MEREDITH WATHNE
wathneme@mnstate.edu

Music education students and
professors brought the MSUM
National Association for Music
Educators (NAfME) chapter back
to life this semester after a six-year
hiatus.
Rachel Burckhard, instrumental
music education senior and MSUM
NAfME president, along with
Raychl Smith, music education
professor and MSUM NAfME
adviser, spearheaded the initiative
and have been working hard to build
an active member base to participate
in guest speakers, community
outreach projects and fundraising
for the club.
“Last year Dr. Rolsten got our
chapter set up and approached me
about me about being president,”
Burckhard said. “Now this year Dr.
Smith is heading it up.”
NAfME is an organization
of music educators advocating
to preserve and advance music
education in the United States school
system. It is an organization all
music educators are required to join
once teaching in the field, especially
if they plan to bring students to
contests and special events.
The MSUM chapter has spent the
first few meetings trying to pinpoint
a meeting time as well as informing

students about the organization and
the benefits it offers members. At the
last meeting, the MSUM NAfME
chapter brought in the North Dakota
president-elect, Darcy Brandenburg,
who is only five years into the
profession, to talk to students about
being an educator and the transition
from college into the classroom.
“I really would like us to be more
engaged out in the public schools
and providing services to teachers
in those schools and then learning
from being in the classroom as
well,” Smith said.
Smith noted the chapter is in the
process of planning a service project
where they visit local schools and
assist teachers with bulletin boards,
classroom organization or student
activities.
“… Anything we can do where
our students are partnering with the
public schools,” she said.
The organization’s National
Conference was held in Nashville
this past week, and Smith, along
with music education seniors
Brandon Van Den Eykel and
Kimberly Jacobson attended.
Every year, there are two
conferences held nationwide, one
for practicing teachers and the
other more research-based for
higher education professors. The
conference in Nashville was targeted
at practicing teachers and featured

various sessions on composition,
improving in the classroom and
using different styles of music to
teach fundamentals, as well as
featured concerts from different
schools around the country.
“Seeing Brandon and Kim
interact with music educators from
across the country was really great,”
Smith said.
Both Van Den Eykel and
Jacobson said they were exposed
to, and connected with, tremendous
resources and fellow educators.
“It was a great opportunity for
us to learn some tricks of the trade,
learn from some of the best and
network with other music educators
from across the nation,” Jacobson
said.
Van Den Eykel said he got a lot
out of the skill sessions offered.
“My favorite session was all
about using drumming to teach
better musicianship to children and
high school choirs,” he said.
NAfME also has local and state
chapters that hold events, and in
February, members of the MSUM
chapter will attend the Minnesota
NAfME State Conference.
“There are clinics, concerts and
an exhibition hall where we can
walk through,” Burckhard said.
Of the 35 music education majors
at MSUM, 16 of them are actively
involved in the revamped chapter.

Submitted photo

Music professor Raychl Smith and music education seniors, Brandon Van Den
Eykel and Kimberly Jacobson attended the National Association for Music
Educators in Nashville Oct. 27-30.

“(NAfMA) will definitely
benefit me in the field,”
Burckhard said. “Already being
a member shows that you’re
a professional, taking some
initiative and know what you’re
getting in to.”
MSUM NAfME is also
planning to have students that
are currently student teaching
talk to the chapter and offer tips
and insights on actually working
with students. Throughout all the
activities planned and carried
out, a common goal of the club
remains — bring music educators
together and help prepare

students to lead a classroom.
“When I was an undergraduate,
NAfME is the reason I really got
involved in music education,”
Smith said. “When I met Rachel,
she reminded me a lot of myself,
and so when she was so excited
about getting the NAfME
Chapter started, I really wanted
to help her get it done.”
The MSUM NAfME chapter
meets at 8 p.m. every other
Wednesday in CA 144. For more
information about the club,
contact Burckhard at burkharra@
mnstate.edu or Smith at raychl.
woodward@mnstate.edu.

Sherwood Forest is home for English exchange student
BY CHARITY BENGTSON
bengtsonch@mnstate.edu

When people hear the name Robin Hood, they think of the
mighty hero who stole from the rich and gave to the poor.
When William Richardson hears the name, he thinks of home.
Sherwood Forest, the setting for the tales of Robin Hood,
is just a short drive from Richardson’s home in Mansfield,
Nottinghamshire, in central England.
Richardson, 19, is a study abroad student studying media
production at MSUM.
At home, Richardson attends college at the University of
Lincoln through an exchange program with MSUM mass
communications students giving them the opportunity to
study abroad.
Along with Richardson, the University of Lincoln sent 11
other students to study abroad during MSUM’s fall semester.
One of those 11, Laura Scott said, “I choose to study abroad
because I love to travel, and I wanted to experience actually
living in a different country rather than just visiting one.
You experience so much more that way than you do on any
holiday trip.”
Like Scott, Richardson decided to study abroad in America
because he thought it would be a good experience, and he
wanted to see somewhere new.
Richardson said he found what he was looking for when
he took the 3,900-mile journey. He’s noticed quite a few

differences between America and England.
First, Richardson said, “The culture is different here.
People here seem more driven to do their work than college
students back home. Also, being a 19-year-old here, it’s a lot
stricter when it comes to drinking and things. In England, it’s
not that big of a deal if you’re caught drinking underage.”
Besides the culture, Richardson said the overall school
structure in the U.K. is different. Unlike in America where a
bachelor’s degree takes four years, in England it takes three.
This means that even though it’s only Richardson’s second
year of college, he’s the equivalent of an American junior.
So far, Richardson has enjoyed his time studying at
MSUM. He’s taking five classes including advertising
principles, desktop video, broadcast documentary, history of
mass communications and TV and news performance.
“I really like the newsroom,” Richardson said. “We don’t
have anything like that at university. The whole campus is
generally really nice as well. I’d transfer here and live here
if I could.”
Because Richardson has been having such a great
experience, he encourages other students to give studying
abroad a chance, even if it’s just for a semester. He thinks
it’s a really great experience that everyone should get to
enjoy.
For people who want to study in England, Richardson
believes some places should be on everyone’s list. One
of these stops should be a visit to the Alton Towers theme

park. “It’s a really fun place to spend time riding rides, both
regular and water, and they even have a hotel to stay at to
make it a full day,” Richardson said.
Richardson also recommends visitors spend time touring
the smaller towns and enjoying life at the bars and pubs.
Along with those places, Richardson said London is a
must-see destination. Although he lives 141 miles away,
he’s only been to London a couple times. Because of this,
he had Betty Sedger, one of the 12 students that are studying
abroad at MSUM, explain why it’s a must-see location.
Sedger said, “If you go to England, you have to go to
London. It’s by far one of the best places in the world.
It has such a great mix of everything that it should be
experienced—from walking around Leicester Square, to
shopping in Camden Market, finding diamond buys at the
Portobello Market—to going to the new cinemas where
they serve you a three-course meal. London is a pretty
amazing city. Also, attending a show on Broadway should
be experienced by everyone.”
For those fans of the Harry Potter series or the show
“Doctor Who,” Richardson said their themed attractions
are a must see. In both, visitors can see props and costumes
from the show and behind-the-scenes attractions that cannot
be seen anywhere else.
No matter what types of things a visitor may like,
Richardson said there is something for everyone. It’s a great
place to visit, even if it’s just for a little while, he said.

Art professor offers tips on brushing up portfolios
BY ELLEN ROSSOW
rossowel@mnstate.edu

As the semester nears its end,
students usually scramble to
study for their final exams and
work on their final projects.
While this is a motif throughout
campus, a few departments take
end of the semester assessments
to a new level, through a process
known as portfolio reviews.
For art students in particular,
this assessment, which occurs
twice in their four years at
MSUM, is a stressful and
somewhat scary time for them.
Taken very seriously throughout
the art department, faculty
encourages students to put
forth great effort throughout the
process.
Art and design professor Anna
Arnar has been involved in the

portfolio review process in the
past and understands the pressure
that it puts on students and thinks
it is a great experience for them.
“We try to set it up so it’s like
a professional context,” she said.
“It even comes down to the level
of dress.”
When preparing to dress for
the review, Arnar thinks students
should ask themselves if they
would go to an interview that
way.
While this may seem like
overkill to some students, the
professional nature of the process
gives students an insight into the
pressures of the real world.
“The other thing that we look
at is professional execution,”
she said. “They have to mat their
work and sometimes frame it.”
While some students may find
this extra work frivolous, Arnar

assures students that it will help
them out in the long run.
The faculty who review the
students during this process also
take note of not only the students’
work, but the way students are
able to speak about it.
“We actually evaluate them
on their oral proficiency,” Arnar
said. “One thing artists need to
know is how to talk about their
work. That’s hugely important.”
For students who succeed in
their freshman year as an art
student, which Arnar calls the
“foundation and drawing year,”
portfolio
review
shouldn’t
terrifying, as they should have
a good grasp on what they did
throughout the year as well as the
vocabulary necessary to speak
about their work.
“They have to be able to assess
their strengths and weaknesses

and not just think about individual
projects, but about the scope of
their whole work,” Arnar said.
Faculty in the art department
know that, even if they have
a good grasp on their work,
students may be anxious about
the portfolio review process.
For students feeling this anxiety,
Arnar had some advice.
“Be organized,” she said.
Arnar also encourages students
to talk to fellow students who
have gone through the process
before as the best advice can
come from them.
“We also offer workshops on
how to prepare,” she said.
Arnar also explains that her
fellow faculty members, along
with herself, talk about portfolio
reviews rigorously in the
classroom.
Arnar’s final piece of advice

for students is what she feels is
the quite important for students
to be successful.
“Practice talking about your
projects,” she said. “Be prepared
and think it through.”
While portfolio reviews are
a stressful time in art students’
college careers, the art department
believes that the reviews are a
great assessment tool and are a
great experience for students,
as the insight the reviews give
students into the professional
world are an experience students
can take with them into their
lives after college.
The faculty of the art
department are pleased with
how much work a majority of
the students put into this review
process.
“We are proud of the students,”
Arnar said.
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Program director explores ‘Impact of Landscape’
BY JESSICA JASPERSON
jaspersoje@mnstate.edu

Signs. Buildings. Artwork.
The university’s landscape
speaks to students, faculty and
staff. However, much of the
communication is limited to
the ones who first built it: white
middle-class males.   
Twenty-three people gathered
in the comfort of the Women’s
Center on Friday morning to
hear Bender’s presentation
of her liberal arts masters
thesis titled, “The Impact of
Landscape in a University
Setting: A Look at Selected
Spaces at MSUM.”
After taking a class in 2006
called Reading Landscape,
the topic ignited her thesis
of dissecting the ins and outs
of the Women’s Center, the
Rainbow Dragon Center, the
TOCAR landscape initiative
and the CMU renovations and
what these spaces communicate
to people.
Bender is the director of
the Women’s Center and the
Rainbow
Dragon
Center,
the
program
coordinator
of TOCAR (Training Our
Campus
Against
Racism)
and an adjunct professor of
women’s and gender studies
at MSUM. Bender clarified
her point of view of analyzing
landscape before delving into
the specifics.
“I would say my perspective
of this certainly comes from
a student affairs perspective
because of my work with
students, and that’s what I’m
looking at most,” she said.
“But, I think this is also very
pertinent to faculty and staff
as well. I consider myself an
activist, and I pay attention to
issues of power and oppression,
so that certainly informs how I
view this.”
Seven
concepts
Bender
uses to analyze the spaces
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Anita Bender addressed students in the Women’s Center during her
presentation, titled “The Impact of Landscape in a University Setting: A Look at
Selected Spaces at MSUM.”

and projects are reflexivity,
communication, sense of place,
identity, community, placemaking and power. Once these
concepts are used to analyze
a part of landscape, people
can begin talking about it and
advocate for change.
Characteristics of a space
that may easily be overlooked
such as the location, the name
and whether people can make it
feel like their own and impact
students, faculty and staff
consciously or unconsciously.
People constantly shape and
change the landscapes they
move through as the landscape
shapes them.
The Rainbow Dragon Center
is an example of students and
staff thinking greatly about
the location, name and placemaking. Originally there were
two spots available in the
CMU, one was on the first
floor around the corner in the
back and the other one was off
the lobby.
“There was a lot of debate
about that space,” Bender said.
“Some people felt like having
it be in the back was safer for
students to go to, because they
wouldn’t be as visible off the

lobby if they’re questioning or
unsure. But also, other students
felt it being located around
the corner compared to being
hidden actually didn’t make it
safer. If it communicates as the
university wanting it hidden,
then that does not make it safe
in the long run for students.”
The center was then chosen
to be off the lobby in the CMU,
and it was successful there –
students created a space that is
safe and feels like home.
Throughout the TOCAR
landscape project, students,
faculty and staff collaborated to
create a mural, which depicts all
the diversity and backgrounds
of people at MSUM because it
is lacking across campus.
“We recognized that except
for places like the CMU and
the library, which has been
very intentional about the
art and artifacts that they
display to intentionally be
more diverse, that the campus
reflects much more of this
dominant society and has very
little representation of people
of color, LGBTQI people or
identities other than what is
viewed as mainstream society,”
Bender said.

Dragon Madness marks start
to winter sports season

BEN GUMERGINER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu

A

student participates in one of the many events at Dragon Madness in Nemzek on Wednesday. Some of the activities
included meeting the men’s and women’s basketball teams, a relay races for prizes, a costume contest and a dunk
competition.

The artist Faron Blakely
was involved in the process
of creating the mural, which
now adds to the landscape of
MSUM and welcomes people
of all backgrounds. The mural
is now hanging next to the
main office in the CMU.
Bender
concluded
her
thesis with suggestions for an
improved university landscape.
“I think it’s imperative
MSUM
notices
and
understands what its landscape
is communicating, so we
can identify where it is in
discord and where it is in
concurrence with our current
vision and values,” she said.
“The landscape of universities
are often designed to reflect

the ideologies of those it was
originally designed, and that
all universities and colleges,
including MSUM, have a
physical environment that is
embedded with institutional
ideology and we have to be
conscious of it.”
Change can be made with
the help of students, faculty,
staff, the community and
strong leaders who are skilled
at facilitating and value
an inclusive process. The
more people who recognize
landscape as an important
aspect of shaping people and
the more people who discuss
the impact landscape has, the
more welcomed and accepted
those of all diversities will feel.
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AdvoAsks: Resume, interview tips to achieve that dream job
BY MARIE VEILLETTE
veillettma@mnstate.edu

This week, The Advocate asked a
couple of professionals in the Career
Development Center for tips on
landing a great job.
Diane Wolter, assistant director of
career exploration
What are some basics students
should know when writing a
resume?
I think one of the biggest things
to know is that resume writing is not
like any other writing. The use of the
English language in writing a resume
is different from everything else.
Don’t expect to know how to write
a resume. That’s why we would
really encourage students to come in
and let us help them develop a good
resume because there’s some really
bad advice online. If you Google
“resume writing” you get some very
good advice and some very bad
advice, and you might not be able to
tell the difference. Our office makes
a point of contacting employers and
keeping up on what it is they’re
looking for. And so, in general, you
want to have a very targeted resume,
so we can help you do that.
What are some key job interview
tips?
When I meet with students, they
know their resume is not very good,
but they think that they are not at all

worried about the interview. They
think, “Once I get the interview
it’s in the bag.” But employers say
resumes are looking pretty good,
but the interviewing skills are very
poor. So, I think what’s happening is
students have gone into McDonalds
and they’ve had an interview where
the questions are basically “Are you
available on Tuesday?” Whereas at
the professional level, the interviews
are very, very different. And so
I think students need to be better
prepared for interviews than they
think they should be. Because
interviewing at the professional
level, it’s a very different kind of
process. It can involve many stages
and the process might take weeks.
And I think that students may not
really realize what’s involved at the
full time professional level.
Do you see a lot of common
mistakes with resumes?
I think one of the biggest problems
is that they are very general.
Students say, “I just wanna develop
a resume.” My first question to a
student is always, “Who’s your target
audience? What kind of job are you
applying for?” Because an effective
resume is always a targeted resume.
So, if you don’t know what you’re
applying for, you really can’t write
an effective resume because you
don’t know which of your strengths
to really emphasize and how to
interpret your experience to say this

is how it’s going to make me a better
candidate for this position. So, I think
that the most basic mistake is that
students are just way too general.
Do you hear a lot of common
concerns or questions?
I think that, again, students are too
general. They’re kind of unaware
of the job search process in general.
They’re also very often apologetic.
You know, they say, “My resume
isn’t very good.” But, I will look at
a resume at any stage. I’ve worked
from a handwritten list. So, we don’t
expect students to know how to write
good resumes. That’s part of why
we’re here.
When is the best time to begin
looking for jobs or internships?
Well, I can tell you that right now
employers are hiring next summer’s
interns, so you want to give that
several months leeway. For full-time
positions, maybe not quite so early,
but again, the process can easily take
eight to 10 weeks, from the posting
of a job to submitting resumes to
a screening interview to a second
interview to maybe a final interview.
So, students really should be looking
before spring break if they are
graduating in the spring.
Is it a good idea to make a followup call after submitting a resume?
What we generally recommend is,
unless it says no phone calls which
you do get occasionally, to make
one phone call after you submit

your information right around the
deadline in time to just make sure
your information got there, and ask
questions about the timeline. Followup is very important.
What should you do if an
application asks about expected
pay rate?
Oh, I hate that question. Employers
are almost never given permission to
hire without some kind of a salary
range. And so, we do have lots of
information about salaries here. The
National Association of Colleges
and employers does a salary survey
every, actually every quarter, of
people who hire new college grads.
So we can say, okay, in this part of
the country, these are the typical
starting salaries, but I would always
try and get the employer to name
an amount first. So, a response to
that might be, “I’m sure whatever
your authorized range would be
acceptable for me.” Because we say
students shouldn’t bring up salary
until they have an offer on the table.
We wish employers wouldn’t either,
but they sometimes still do.
Roberta Delaney, career exploration
coordinator
What’s the best way for students to
find out about job opportunities?
Networking is key, so in person
obviously, and then LinkedIn is also
a really good resource, especially

when you don’t have a lot of time. So,
if you set up your LinkedIn profile
and you start making connections,
you can connect with people in
industries all over the country. And
then, you can set up informational
interviews that way. It’s just also
a good way to get your name out
there and your face, you know, ask
about potential job openings. And
there’s a lot of companies that post
jobs on LinkedIn that they don’t post
anywhere else.
Why do you think so many jobs
are not being posed publicly?
I think part of it is employers
really look for people that they know
they can rely on, and so they look to
internal folks, interns that they’ve
hired or folks that are recommended
by people who already work for
them or people they know. And
that kind of, I think that’s what part
of the thinking is. It also narrows
the candidate pool. If you post
something out there publicly, you’re
gonna get hundreds of applications.
If you just open it up to internal
folks or tell them to pass the word
along, then you don’t get quite as
many. Sometimes there’s not even
a job actually there. So, sometimes
you might actually get to know
someone really well who is in charge
of a company or part of a company;
they might create a position for you.
That would be a position that wasn’t
available.

Vinyl Taco creates an experience for downtowners
BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu

Three weeks after opening,
Vinyl Taco is creating a unique
experience in downtown Fargo.
With its open glass garage doors
and stain-glassed walls, the
decor was not scrimped on. The
newest eating establishment
downtown is owned by the
same people that owns the JL
Beers restaurants around the
region.
The 21 and over restaurant

offers creative takes on tacos
and appetizers to satisfy the
stomach, along with craft beers
and mixed drinks to quench
your thirst. Vinyl Taco offers
11 different taco combinations.
From fish to chicken to beef, the
chefs put together ingredients
that won’t disappoint when you
take the first bite.
When the tacos arrive, they
come with two small tortillas,
making it easier to eat or split
with someone.
The guacamole and chips is

an excellent way to start your
meal at Vinyl Taco. The chips
are fresh, and the guacamole is
a perfect balance of freshness
and tang.
When looking at the taco
menu, the different options
offer a slice of everything. If
you enjoy a fresh tasting meal,
try the chicken and bacon that
features oven roasted chicken,
bacon, queso, fresco, pico and
avocado salsa. For a taco with
a little more of a kicker, try the
pork belly “agridulce” which

features sweet and sour braised
pork belly tobacco onions, red
slaw and au jus.
The taco menu features a
vegetarian taco as well as
many more options. If the taco
isn’t spicy enough for you, add
habanero, which will kick it
up a few notches for your taste
buds.
It may feel like you are in the
1980s in Vinyl Taco but you
are eating like it is the 2010s.
The employees pick out their
favorite records and play them
in their entirety for customers
to enjoy. With most music being
digital these days, hearing the
vinyl records playing while
enjoying your meal sets the
mood inside Vinyl Taco.
Customers may enjoy eating
at Vinyl Taco just as they may
do at other establishments in
downtown Fargo, but for a much
lower cost. The menu doesn’t
have anything over $7, and with
the freshness of the taste in each
bite, it is well worth the stop in.
With a laid back but electric

feel inside of Vinyl Taco, it
seems like a bar that may
be found in Minneapolis or
Chicago but is just a few
minutes away from MSUM. The
staff is friendly and wants you
to be satisfied with your meal
and experience at Vinyl Taco.
At the end of your meal,
customers may send a postcard
to a friend or relative telling
them about Vinyl Taco and to
hopefully stop in the next time
they are in the FM area.
Vinyl Taco is located at 520
1st Ave. N. and is open Monday
through Thursday, 4 p.m. to 12
a.m., and Friday and Saturday,
4 p.m. to 2 a.m. This Saturday
marks the first day in which
Vinyl Taco will serve lunch.
They will open at 11 a.m., and
this is only on Saturdays.
“Tuned in music. Turned on
tacos,” is Vinyl Taco’s catch
phrase, and it fits in perfectly
to the atmosphere inside, the
presentation of food, the meal
and the overall experience when
eating at Vinyl Taco.

BRYCE HAUGEN • haugenbr@mnstate.edu

Customers enjoy Vinyl Taco’s food, while bartenders serve as DJs, playing
classic rock tunes on the store’s record player.
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Iguana lives the Dragon dream as campus mascot
BY SAMANTHA STARK
starksa@mnstate.edu

Who are these creatures staring
at me? They tap on my glass,
scream every time I move and talk
to me as if I will respond. What do
they expect? I am just a 10-yearold iguana named Curie, owned
by the biology department. I am
also referred to as MSUM’s dragon
mascot.
I am not going to lie, though; I
truly enjoy these bizarre creatures’
presence. Every time they squish
their faces and breathe on the glass,
I can’t help but run up to them and
scratch at the door hoping to be let
out.
My best friend Harrison Pantera,
biochemistry and biotechnology
senior, plays with me every
afternoon and feeds me green
leaves. If he isn’t on time, I let him
know by scratching at the window.
He has never taken a day off to visit
me, and even comes in on days that
the biology department is closed.
Harrison takes me outside to
run around MSUM campus and
sit on the grass on warm days. I
get to see all the strange creatures

again, hustling around
created a contest
in all directions. I am
and asked students
not sure where they are
to find a name for
going in such a hurry,
me. They decided
but sometimes they
on Curie, after the
stop for a few minutes
famous
French
to pet me and visit with
scientist
Marie
Harrison.
Curie. I enjoy the
I am not the first
biology department,
iguana on campus, and
even though these
I was told I would not
creatures don’t know
be the last. There were
if I am a male or
three iguanas before
female yet.
me named Moses,
The day I came to
Jackson and Nico.
campus was the day
BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
There was a long line Curie proudly poses for a photo.
I met Harrison. He
of iguanas stretching
went to the biology
back to the ’70s when iguanas new iguana. That’s when Todd department asking for a job as a
were considered exotic pets. The found me in February 2010.
freshman. He didn’t expect to be
one right before me, Nico, lived
“I actually interviewed for introduced to me, although we
for 12 years and passed away in iguanas, went to houses, checked have been best friends since. I
January of 2010. I was told that he them out and Curie was the one knew we were meant to be friends
was not very nice and never liked that stood out to me,” Todd said. when he allowed me to climb on
to be held.
“It’s interesting because he is the top of his head.
“You had to wear hawk red color mutant and I like that
Harrison and Todd are not the
handling gloves to take Nico out, because it’s our school colors.”
only once that love visiting me,
otherwise he would rip your arms
I previously lived in an Todd allows third and fourth
open,” said Todd Nolte, MSUM’s apartment where I roamed freely graders to come and play with me
laboratory services specialist.
around. I also let a college student when they have time to kill while
Interest spiked calls from all (an old friend of mine) live with on campus for events. I can easily
over with people wanting to give me. Then when MSUM’s biology say that I am probably the highlight
MSUM’s biology department a department adopted me, they of their day, just as they are mine.

Many other schools contact Todd
to make appointments to meet me.
I have many other friends that I
share the biology department with
such as snakes, mice, varieties
of fish, turtles, cockroaches and
a clown fish named Nemo. With
the museum upstairs and a pond
in the basement, no one would be
bored while walking around the
department.
I am glad my story is finally
being told. At last I have an
opportunity, after nearly four
years, to tell MSUM that I am here,
and that I am always watching. I
may look like just a simple iguana
sitting behind a glass enclosure,
but I am a huge part of this campus
iguana tradition and proud to be
MSUM’s mascot.
If anyone is interested in taking
me out of my enclosure or get a
tour of the biology department,
just contact Todd or Harrison in
the biology department office.
You can contact Nolte at nolteto@
mnstate.edu and Harrison at
panteraha@mnstate.edu.
Disclaimer: this article was not
written by Curie the iguana. All
quotes are real.

MSUM junior prepares for spring semester in England
BY BRITTANY KELLEY
kelleybri@mnstate.edu

Laura Baier always dreamed of
traveling the world and experiencing
different cultures. Second semester
of her junior year at MSUM she will
be doing just that. Baier is a soon-tobe foreign exchange student at the
University of Lincoln in Lincoln,
England.
The plane will take her overseas
in January 2014. Baier will be
placed on a meal plan and be living
in a dorm room. She explained
her future life as a reflection of her
freshman year at MSUM. She will
return to the states in June 2014.
Baier has wanted to study abroad
since her sophomore year of high
school. Obsessed with England, she
took a trip there during spring break
in 2012. After returning home, Baier
quickly applied to the study abroad

program.
The study abroad program offered
at MSUM offers several different
places to travel. Baier knew her
choice was England because of the
unique surroundings and attractive
accents. England had always been
her first choice when it came to
studying overseas.
Exactly one year later, Baier
received an acceptance letter in the
mail.
“It was like a dream come true,”
Baier said. “I had to reread the
letter over and over again until it
sank in.”
Current roommates of Baier,
Holly Hoeschen and Mara Wessell
are extremely proud, but it is a
bittersweet change.
“It’s mixed emotions, I know
she’s always wanted to go, and it’s
great that she’s getting to chase her
dream,” Hoeschen said. “One: I’m

jealous. Two: it’s going to be weird
not having her around. The whole
dynamic of our house is going to
change when she leaves.”
Wessell is proud that Baier is
following her dreams. “I won’t be
Skyping her, though, because part
of me thinks she needs to have the
adventure without reminding her
that we’re waiting back home,”
she said. “I want her to live her
life in England without worrying
about us.”
Janet Aarness, the leader of the
Study Abroad Program at MSUM
calls the students that are chosen to
study overseas curious, motivated
and ready to challenge themselves
academically.
A word of advice to all students
interested in traveling abroad to
England: “Even though the two
programs share a root language,
the countries are quite different
culturally, so students need to have
an open mind and willingness to
learn as they navigate and widen
their comfort zones,” Aarness said.
Experiencing life in a different
culture, trying different foods
every day and meeting new
people are three of the things
Baier is excited about. Leaving

everyone for so long is a
disappointment for her,
but Baier’s main concern
is not being able to pack
all of her shoes.
Joking aside, Baier
is a strong supporter of
studying abroad. Though
it may seem like an
impossible task, Baier
pushes for students to
just take the first step and
apply.
Corin Puhalla, along
with six other students,
will be joining Baier in
England second semester.
Puhalla found out about
the study abroad program
through
the
online
Submitted photo
MSUM website.
Laura
Baier
poses
with
a
clown
in
London.
“I am most looking
forward to traveling and
experiencing new and different can be reached through Facebook.
cultures,” Puhalla said. “What I
For future study abroad students,
am least excited about is being Aarness recommends having a
away from my family for six good work ethic, curiosity, open
months.”
mindedness and having the ability
Along with Baier, Puhalla also to adapt to new surroundings. Any
believes any interested student student with questions can talk
should take the first step and apply. to Aarness in her office, which is
Baier is open to any questions located in room 249 in Bridges
interested students may have and Hall.
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Vote Williams, Altenburg
In today’s elections, we endorse Del
Rae Williams to lead the city as the
next mayor and Mark Altenburg for
re-election to his 2nd ward city council
seat.
Williams is a first-time candidate but
has demonstrated a commitment to
learning about the issues and a genuine
interest in improving Moorhead for
college students. Most importantly, she
shows up to campus far more often
than any of the other candidates.
As a former adjunct professor who
is married to a tenured professor, has
a daughter at MSUM and lives in the
neighborhood, Williams intimately
cares about college students.
Altenburg has earned another
term representing MSUM on city
council. He is in regular contact with
administration and student leadership.
At council meetings, he’s a strong and
consistent voice for issues that effect
students. One of several examples
include helping secure a polling site on
campus.
So for the sake of MSUM, vote for
Williams and Altenburg today. Don’t be
a passive member of this democracy.
The opinions expressed in The
Advocate are not necessarily those of
the college administration, faculty or
student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to
the editor and any submissions. They
should be typed and must include the
writer’s name, signature, address,
phone number, year in school or
occupation and any affliations. Letters
are due by 5 p.m. Friday and can be
sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped off
in The Advocate office or emailed to
advocate@mnstate.edu.

Interested in being a columist? or a cartoonist?
The Advocate wants you!
Contact Jessica at
jaspersoje@mnstate.edu

Obamacare beats no health insurance
insurance would begin. I was told
the treatment would be a daily
routine of plasmapheresis. These
treatments cost $20,000 a day.
Being upfront with me because I
had been upfront with them about
my lack of insurance, the doctors
told me about every cost of my
care. After five days of treatment,
I was told I would be released.
They recommended that I move to
a nursing home for more care, so I
could be monitored. Asking what
the price would be, I refused and
returned to my parent’s home with
a cane.
Two days after returning home,
the phone calls started. It was not
just phone calls from one part of
the hospital. My care required the
involvement of several different
departments of the hospital, and

the mail, I considered my options.
Bankruptcy was definitely in play. It
would allow me to have a clean slate
at the price of my credit for seven
years. After talking with several
lawyers, I decided to negotiate with
the hospital about my bill. Working
with them, I was able to reduce my
bill from $120,000 to $30,000. This
was a blessing.
For the next five years, I would
work two jobs in order to make
my payments. That important step
where you buy your first house
ANDREW THOMASON
never happened for me, because
thomasonan@mnstate.edu
I had to pay medical bills. I was
bitter because even when my health
When I was 24, I had just graduated
insurance began the Monday I was
from college. I was a manager of a
in the hospital, it would not cover
Caribou Coffee in Edina, Minn. The
the Guillain-Barre because it was a
company offered health insurance,
pre-existing condition.
but the waiting period was 90 days
The Affordable Care Act could
for enrollment. On a Sunday
have saved all of this. Out
morning, I woke up and could
“If I had been on my parents’ of college, I was more
not open my left eye. Being
interested in paying rent
the manager, I could not call in health insurance, I could have had then health insurance.
sick, so I went to work. At work,
My student loans had
my balance began to give out,
protection from these bills.”
already started, and I had
meaning I had to lean on the
to prioritize.
counter while making drinks.
they all wanted to get paid. I was in
If I had been on my parents’
After deciding that something was a deep depression.
health insurance, I could have had
actually pretty wrong with me, I
Knowing that this whole mess protection from these bills. I could
decided to call my sister for a ride to could have been avoided had I gone have received the care I needed
the hospital. When I got to the ER, to the hospital one day later was after the hospital. My journey was a
they did not know what was wrong absolutely heart-wrenching. I was learning experience.
with me. A neurologist came and admitted to the hospital on Sunday.
Never again will I go without
diagnosed me with Guillain-Barre My health insurance from Caribou insurance. The question is: Do we
syndrome.
would have kicked in the very next all need what has happened to me
I was admitted to the hospital on day.
to learn our lesson and purchase
Sunday, the day before my health
Receiving more and more bills in insurance?

Society bases beauty on looks

MAGGIE OLSON
olsonma@mnstate.edu

We are a society that is obsessed
with appearances. It’s a frequent
topic of discussion. We rail about the
unrealistic standards of “perfection”
set forth in advertisements.
Not only is the physical body type
of models representative of a very
small percentage of our population,
but their pictures are Photoshopped,
sometimes to the point the models’
own mothers wouldn’t recognize
them.
Because of these unrealistic
standards of beauty, we have raised
cultural awareness of the importance
of a positive body image. While
treatment for the mental and
emotional disorders that stem from
a negative body image is essential,
there has been an increased focus on

helping people develop a positive
body image early in life to avoid
those issues altogether. This is
progress.
But despite all of the awareness
and discussion about the unattainable
standards of beauty we see in
ads, there seems to be a lingering
expectation, or perhaps a lingering
hope, that we can still achieve that
type of “perfection.”
It is important to have a positive
body image, but we also need to get
to a point where the perception of
our bodies is less important than it
is now.
By body image I do not necessarily
mean “self-image.” I am also talking
about the way we view the bodies of
others. Body image should not be the
most important part of our identities.
Recently, I heard someone
identify me as “the big girl.” I
wasn’t particularly offended; that is
a realistic way to describe me.
But I’m also short, have brown hair
and blue eyes, wear hoodies every
single day and can unintentionally
be a bit of a Hermione Granger in
class. Those are also realistic ways
to describe me.
Out of all of the things I am and
all the things I do, why should
my weight be a central part of my
identity, to me or to anyone else?
Personally, I don’t get it. I love
my body. All of it. Even the fat,

folding, wrinkled, lopsided bits. I’m
fortunate enough to have people in
my life who can look at me and see a
beautiful person.
But here’s what drives me crazy:
some of the most beautiful people
I know, people who are beautiful
inside and out, can’t see their own
beauty.
This isn’t exclusively a weight
problem, nor is it exclusively a
female problem. I know lots of
people, of all shapes and sizes, who
cannot look in the mirror and like
what they see. They only see their
bodies as too big or too small or the
wrong shape, and they wish they
could change it. What really needs
to change is the emphasis we place
on appearance.
This change starts on an individual
level. When body image becomes
less important for ourselves, it
reduces the importance of the body
image of others. It is good to look in
the mirror and like what you see, but
it’s better to like your entire being,
not just your physicality.
It is good to appreciate someone’s
appearance, but it is better to
appreciate who they are. We are so
much more than our bodies.
My body is perfect exactly the way
it is. Your body is perfect exactly the
way it is.
We are beautiful. But we are more
than just beautiful.
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MSUM changes affect students, faculty, staff

JESSICA WIERZCHOWSKI
wierzchoje@mnstate.edu

Everyone has a favorite teacher. What
makes them his or her favorite differs
from student to student.
What makes your teacher your
favorite?
Is it how they engage
students? How much academic freedom
they allow you? Is it the intriguing class
discussions? Is it because they actually
care about you and your success?
It is easy for a college to advertise
how their teachers care about their
students. It is another thing to actually

have caring teachers.
My experience with this is mostly due
to my busy schedule, which includes
an almost full-time job and school. The
result is that I’m too busy to complete
larger assignments on time, and my
teachers understand that. They work
with me and allow me more time, so I
can submit quality work with over half
the efforts completed at 7 a.m. after
staying up all night.
I started this year completely
expecting teachers to say, “You know
what you signed up for. Deal with it.”
Maybe that is just my own harsh train
of thought, but I still hear comments
over the radio directed at us: “Best part
of college is to not have to work. Kids,
enjoy your time before you join the real
world.”
The reality is college kids are no
longer blessed with the ability to go
to school without working and not
worrying about a thing. Besides paying
for school, we have to worry about our
quality of education. I know many
students, including me, do not think
about this on a daily basis.
We might not think about it at all

until someone approaches us and points
out how a recent decision could, and
probably will, affect our education.
Many decisions, hidden from the
common eye or simply unnoticed by it,
affect our lives. Here at MSUM, there
are many decisions being made that
affect our lives as students.
One of the recent results of such
change, the layoff of 34 faculty members
and four staff, deeply concerns me. This
is a large number of faculty cut at once,
and it is the result of a budget deficit.
From what I understand, this decision
of removing faculty is the last in line of
trying to clear the deficit.
The deficit has been a problem for
MSUM for some time now. And after
the tuition freeze, MSUM is forced to
make drastic changes to balance the
budget.
At this point, MSUM may be out
of options and can only make cuts in
faculty in order to balance the deficit. On
a more human scale, this means of the
34 teachers being laid off, one of them
may be your favorite teacher. While this
will not be a random drawing, I am still
concerned.

The teachers close to retirement will
be offered a package deal to encourage
them to retire early, and the new teachers
could be simply removed as departments
are cut down (not randomly). Besides
potentially larger class sizes, this means
that there will be less professors here at
MSUM and more adjuncts.
A good portion of adjuncts are fresh
out of graduate school. While it is
great that MSUM is providing them
the opportunity, they do not fully
understand what works in a class room
and what doesn’t; what is best for the
students and what is not.
The ending result: We’re removing
experienced teachers and adding often
more inexperienced teachers, and our
quality of education could decrease.
As an MSUM student, what you can
do to help is “like” the Facebook page
“Save our School: 125 Years More,” and
follow them on Twitter. Want to help
to prevent this from happening again?
Participate in Student Senate meetings,
talk to Student Senate officers and
contact your legislators about school
funding. We need to get our voice out
there to truly save our school.

Hopeful wanderer
MATT GLEESON
gleesonma@mnstate.edu

I’m running on vapors. Like many of my
peers, senioritis has struck me in a big, big
way
I suppose I should have seen this as
inevitability, since I’m knocking out a four
year degree in basically three. The fall
breather almost took on a literal meaning
with 15 credits and a full-time job. I guess
summer should have been the time to
recharge, but I had other priorities at the time,
as evidenced by my response in speech class
at the beginning of the semester to: “How
did you spend your summer vacation?”
“I attended a friend’s wedding.”
That’s what I said. Although to be honest,
it should have sounded more like this:
“How did you spend your summer
vacation?”
“I didn’t have one. I was making funeral
arrangements for my father, who I actually
just buried this weekend.”
It’s a strange thing going through a
semester when someone close to you is
dying. On the advice of my academic

advisor, I informed my professors in the
spring of the situation – lung cancer, already
tried chemo, just a matter of time left.
Although the level of support I received
varied from class to class (professors
Nathan Clarke, Aaron Quanbeck and Jim
Shaw were particularly supportive), I can
honestly say that I felt the university had my
back during the ordeal.
To clarify, I didn’t get any free passes.
My GPA last semester was the lowest it’s
ever been since starting at MSUM. I was,
however, given the opportunity to succeed
despite a situation that made it extremely
difficult to make it to class on a regular
basis. One presentation ended up becoming
a YouTube video. Some classmates altered
their schedules to better fit mine for group
projects. I made sacrifices as well, turning
in papers early when it was clear I’d have
other matters to attend to during the time of
the deadlines.
The one luxury that the MSUM faculty
afforded to me was time. Have you ever
slept in and missed a morning class to find
out later that the professor only covered
material in the book? That sense of

satisfaction (or relief) pales in comparison
to how worthwhile it is to skip class when
you have limited time left with a loved one.
In fact, I’ll always remember one class
in particular I skipped in the spring, because
it allowed me to catch my father at a “good
time” when he was speaking clearly and
not in a daze from the morphine and other
painkillers. That’s time I just couldn’t get
back if it were spent any other way.
Having time with my father didn’t really
make the situation any easier, of course.
There was a point at which I told some close
relatives that 2013 would be a lost year. I’d
just slot it in the scatological category of life
and move on. “Bring on 2014” was going to
be my rallying cry, and I felt that way for a
long while. But as time went on, I realized
that was more of a cop-out than a call to
arms.
In December, barring any setbacks, I’ll be
graduating from MSUM. I definitely took
Frost’s road less traveled by to get there,
but it won’t mark the end of a crappy year;
I’ll be preparing for the beginning of a great
one.
I’m not done traveling and my father isn’t

either. Before he died he said, “Take some
of my ashes, and scatter them somewhere.
That can be just for you. Wherever you
want.”
I grew up hearing about my father’s
travels. He sailed in the turquoise waters
of the Mediterranean, hiked foothills in
New Zealand, crossed Guatemalan rivers
in shallow canoes. I forged my own path
through the city streets of London, mistcovered mountain trails in Japan and
rocky gorges of Crete. Although our paths
diverged, the wanderlust was the same.
There’s one more trip to make, though,
and this one we’re going to make together.
Of all the stories my father told me of his
travels, the one that always stuck out most to
me was a quiet moment of reflection down
in Mexico, at the ruins of Teotihuacan.
Sometime next year I plan to take a trip
south. I’m going to make my way through
the jungle, climb the steps of the Pyramid
of the Sun and wait for the stars to light up
the sky.
It will be the last sunset I share with my
father but, hopefully, the first of many new
adventures.

Letter to the editor: In response to John Goerke
As I read “Unconvinced About
Obamacare” several times over, I
remain unconvinced that Mr. Goerke
has any “real life” experience to back
up his opinion. The problem here is that
students and/or recent graduates may not
have a choice as to whether or not they
will be on their parents’ health insurance
plan due to insufficient income. Show me
a part-time job that offers full benefits
for students. Show me a student or a
recent graduate who is earning enough
money to afford a comprehensive plan.
Show me a recent graduate who even
has a full-time job, for that matter. My
liberal arts Bachelor’s degree enabled
me to get a salaried position at a nonprofit organization just a few months
after graduating. Mind you, I can barely
afford a place to live; the utilities that
come with it; my phone bill; the cost of
having, driving, and repairing my vehicle
so that I can get to and from work; as
well as my student loan debt. What’s left
of my scant paychecks go toward feeding
myself and now too, the expenses of
holidays and traveling to see my family

for Thanksgiving and Christmas, as well
as the gifts that I would like to buy for my
parents and siblings.
I will even break down my monthly
expenses in terms of my actual pay and
the average costs of living in Fargo. My
position offers a salary in which I earn
roughly $1,500 a month. Let’s say $500
of that goes to paying rent (a low estimate
of what a one-bedroom apartment costs).
I write monthly checks for about $30 for
utilities, $40 for Internet (which does not
include cable), and another $30 for my cell
phone bill. I spend about $150 a month on
groceries, which does not get me much by
way of healthy foods. Filling my twelvegallon gas tank requires roughly $60.
Multiply that by the three times a month I
fill my tank. That takes a $180 chunk out
of my dwindling paychecks. Now, add in
the $30,000 principle student loan debt.
So that I might not be in debt for life, I
pay $500 a month to cover some painful
interest rates on top of the actual loan.
My calculator tells me that I spend about
$1,430 a month on what I consider basic
needs. That leaves a mere $70 that I chose

to put into my measly savings account for
emergency expenses, such as the $1,000 I
recently forked over to make some repairs
on my vehicle. Needless to say (but I’m
saying it anyway) this budget leaves little
room for comprehensive health insurance.
Keep in mind, a number of individuals in
their early twenties make even less money
than I do, making it more difficult to find
an affordable health insurance plan.
I think, Mr. Goerke, in getting caught
up in the idea of twenty-something’s still
relying on parents, missed the part about
it being an option for young adults to be
on their parents’ health insurance plans,
not a requirement by law. What will not
be an option, soon enough, is whether
or not to participate in health insurance
all together. That being said, I could
certainly partake in my employer’s health
insurance plan. Yet, it offers a fraction
of the coverage that my parents receive
on their insurance plan. Furthermore,
the cost of the monthly insurance fees
taken from my paycheck would leave
me with even less cash at the end of
month, and sending more prayers to any

deity listening to please spare me of any
unexpected expenses. This option also
leaves me paying out-of-pocket for any
medical expenses not covered in my
employer’s plan, like dental and eye care.
That is, if I don’t opt for a stand-alone
dental or eye care plan, which would put
more pressure on my already bursting
budget. Call me selfish, but I like having
teeth and the ability to see clearly.
I certainly am not proud of the fact
that I rely on my parents in this regard.
However, at this time in my life, it’s not
so much a safety net as it is a necessity
(and the cold, hard reality of being a
young adult). A huge part of growing
up is knowing how to budget your
money, pinching every last penny, and
understanding when it’s time to ask
for help. This help could also come in
the form of young adults relying on
government assistance to cover medical
expenses (Hello there, Medicaid). I don’t
know about anyone else, but I would
rather crawl back to mommy and daddy.
(This person chose to be anonymous
due to personal information)
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Beavers edge Dragons in regular season finale

D

BEN GUMERINGER• gumeringbe@mnstate.edu

ragon defender Kelsey Schatz goes for the ball in the match Sunday against Minot State University. The Dragons dropped the game 2-0 to end their season at 0-17.

Wrestling team takes to mat as the whistle blows on a new season
BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu

A full practice room, hard
work put in the offseason and
a strong recruitment class gives
the MSUM wrestling team the
opportunity to start in the right
direction as they begin a new
season.
The team lost only two
seniors to graduation and
brought 10 new recruits to the
program. With a large number
of wrestlers competing for the
starting spot in the lineup, the
room is getting tougher and
each wrestler is pushing each
other to make the Dragons the
best they can be.
“No one is guaranteed a spot
in the starting line-up,” head
coach Kris Nelson said. Nelson
is entering his fifth season as
head coach and has led the
Dragons to successful seasons
in his first four years.
Wrestling in one of the
toughest regions, the Dragons
have seen the region expand
from eight to 13 to now 17
teams this year. Even with the
expansion of the region, it has
not deterred the Dragons from
setting high goals.
“We want to qualify as many
to the national tournament as we

can. We were disappointed last
year with only one qualifier,”
Nelson said.
The team finished 8-8 in dual
competition last year and is
looking to improve every day
and work hard in the room that
will lead to more success.
With a large recruiting class,
the team will insert a number of
true freshmen in the lineup from
the beginning of the season.
“We always want to put the
best lineup out that we can,”
Nelson said.
Last year’s national qualifier
Angel Vega, a strong wrestler
for the Dragons last season, will
use his redshirt year giving him
the opportunity to wrestle next
year for the team.
“Using my redshirt this year
will allow me to get better and
come back that much stronger,”
Vega said.
Vega said that wrestling is an
individual sport, and that is all
on the athlete.
“The measure you put in is
the measure you will get out,”
Vega said.
The bar has been set high for
this year, and Nelson said that
now is about getting out on the
mat and wrestling other teams.
“We will see where we are at
and what adjustments we need

to make,” Nelson said.
With both experienced and
inexperienced wrestlers at the
college level, it gives both
groups an opportunity to learn
from each other.
“With the more veteran
wrestlers, it is nice to wrestle
with the new wrestlers because
we can teach them and vice
versa, we learn from them,”
senior Matthew Lewellen said.
Lewellen said that the team
is working hard, and that a lot
of the wrestlers are staying
late after practice to improve
everyday.
“Our work ethic is up, and we
are getting better every day,” he
said.
For the Dragons to take
down the teams at the top of
the conference, it will take
hard work and improvement
throughout the season to
achieve the goals they have set
for themselves.
“The competition is great
(within the room), and it makes
everyone better,” senior Casey
Williams said.
The Dragons have depth
at most of the 10 weight
classes and are looking to be
competitive in both dual and
tournament action.
The team last year had a 3-5

Dragons dominate Auggies in win

dual record in Northern Sun
Intercollegiate
Conference
action and will wrestle most of
their conference matches in the
second half of the season.
“Last year I thought we
peaked too early in the season.
We need work hard each day
and improve to be wrestling our
best at the end of the season,”
Nelson said.
The Dragons may be viewed
as young, but with many
experienced wrestlers coming
back this year, they are looking

to finish the season on top.
Right now, the team is healthy
heading into the season. Nelson
pointed out that if the Dragons
are to be successful this season
they will have to stay healthy
along the way and improve
from each match.
“We are pushing each other,
and now is time to see where we
are at and see how we can be the
best we can be,” Nelson said.
The Dragons take to the mat
at 9 a.m. on Saturday at the
Bison Open in Fargo.

BREANN LENZMEIER• lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu

Seniors Connor MacGregor (left) and Angel Vega (right) practice drills. The
Dragons continue their season on Saturday at the Bison Open in Fargo.

Wellness
is more
than just
exercise
Russell & Ann Gerdin

S

BEN GUMERINGER• gumeringbe@mnstate.edu

ophomore guard Ngijol Songolo throws down a dunk in the Dragons exhibition game on Friday against Augsburg.
The Dragons jumped out to an early lead and didn’t look back, defeating the Auggies 82-58.

WELLNESSCENTER

The Advocate | Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2013 | Page 11

Sports

Student-athletes perform service work off the field
BY MARA WATTERUD
watterudma@mnstate.edu

College athletes do much
more than go to class, practice
and play games. Athletes are
active in the community with
volunteering, attending weekly
leadership classes, having grade
checks, study table, weekly
meetings and an optional Bible
study.
Zayne Medhaug, a sophomore
running back for MSUM’s
football team, said the football
coaches are active in the
academic progress of their
players.
At the beginning of the
semester, the players meet with
their coaches. The coaches get
the syllabi from each player

for their classes. Medhaug said
this makes the coaches aware of
what the players have going on
throughout the semester.
“The coaches and professors
are very flexible,” Medhaug
said.
During the semester, players
have regular grade checks
every two weeks. Medhaug
says coaches pay attention
to their players’ attendance
in classes, and professors are
understanding when it comes to
athletic responsibilities.
Study table is also available for
football players. Study table is a
two hour study hall on Mondays
and Wednesdays. Freshman
and players with GPAs lower
than 2.5 are required to attend,
but all are welcome. This time

MSUM club soccer team
has successful season
BY MADALYN LASKE
laskema@mnstate.edu

Every fall, three teams
from the Great Plains Soccer
Conference qualify for the
regional tournament in Colorado.
This year, the MSUM men’s club
soccer team was one of those
teams.
“It was a good experience,”
said senior Fabian Trejo. “There
is a better level of competition
playing there than around here.”
The team drove three cars
to Denver on Oct. 24 to play
the Colorado School of Mines
first, where they lost 4-1, and to
play the University of Nebraska
second, where they lost 2-0.
“Bringing the freshman and
new players out to Colorado has
made them a lot better,” said
senior Joel Kromer. “There are a
lot of division one schools and a
lot larger schools than us that are
competing.”
NDSU (8-0-2) and Augustana
College (7-3-0) were the other
teams from the Great Plains
conference who went to Denver
this year.
Finishing the regular season
with the best records, they both
received automatic bids into the
tournament. The Dragons (53-2) who finished with the third
best record were awarded with a
“power bid,” along with four other
teams from other conferences to
be voted into the tournament.
The Dragons have qualified for
the regional tournament the last
four years, yet this was the first
year funding was available to
support the team’s trip.
Usually there is just enough
money in the budget to cover
referees, away game expenses
and other basic needs of regular
season that there is not enough
left over for post-season play.
“We were able to request funds
through the student advisory
budget committee,” Kromer said.
“They funded our travel and
lodging expenses.”
MSUM’s team is one of the
only ones in the league that is
funded by its school, therefore
reducing player fees and other
expenses.
However, because fees are so
low, sometimes players can be
fickle about their commitment to
the team.
“If we had to charge more
money, we’d probably have less

players,” said Kromer, who plays
central defense for the Dragons.
“But the other aspect of that is
if you pay (a higher amount of
money), you’re going to show up
every day. So, I think sometimes
that hurts our commitment level a
little bit.”
The commitment this year was
to a student-led team with 16
players for two months practicing
on a new home field three times
a week.
“Whoever wants to keep
playing, it’s a good idea to join the
club team. It’s a great experience
for everybody,” said Trejo, who
plays
center-attacking
mid.
“Everyone has fun. You learn
how to expect teammates because
they are coaches as well.”
The team will be playing indoor
club soccer and renting gym
space at Nemzek Gymnasium in
preparation for next season.
“It’s a serious competitive
league, but at the same time we
are also able to have a lot of fun.
You get out of it what you put into
it,” Kromer said. “It’s definitely
a great team to join. Hopefully,
Denver is going to be pretty
regular for MSUM club soccer.”

Upcoming Dragon events:

Friday
• Volleyball: 7 p.m. at
Augustana College (S.D.),
Sioux Falls
Saturday
• Wrestling: 9 a.m. at
Bison Open, Fargo
• Cross country: 11 a.m.
vs. NCAA Central Region
meet, Sioux Falls

• Football: 1 p.m. vs.
Bemidji State, Alex
Nemzek field
• Swimming and diving:
2 p.m. at Concordia
College (Minn.)
• Volleyball: 4 p.m. at
Wayne State College,
Wayne, Neb.
• Women’s basketball:
5 p.m. vs. Mayville State
University, Alex Nemzek
Fieldhouse
• Men’s basketball: 7
p.m. vs. Mayville State
University, Alex Nemzek
Fieldhouse

is spent working on homework
and studying for class.
“It’s always school first,”
Medhaug said.
Players have lifting, yoga or
meetings every morning at 6
a.m., followed by class, then
practice and either leadership
training or Bible study.
“Playing a college sport
requires a lot more commitment
than high school sports,”
Medhaug said.
A tremendous amount of
time is spent training, lifting,
watching film and learning
plays.
“It’s like a job,” Medhaug
said.
The off-season is also a big
commitment. Medhaug says
the football team spends a lot

of time training and practicing
throughout the summer.
“In high school it’s optional,
but in college you don’t have
a choice,” offensive line
sophomore, Troy Peterson said.
Football players also have
the opportunity to attend Bible
study every Tuesday night. This
Bible study is called “Athletes
in Action.”
“We tie our faith into our
athletics,” Peterson said.
Football players must attend
leadership
classes
every
Thursday night. Medhaug says
this class focuses on getting
the most out of life and being
positive.
“It uses athletics as a way
of learning, but focuses on life
after and outside of athletics,”

Peterson said.
The athletic department at
MSUM also keeps players
involved in the community.
Players are required to volunteer
at events in the Fargo-Moorhead
area.
Medhaug says the football
team has volunteered at a 5k in
Fargo, a pancake feed, a golf
tour and a baseball game for the
Make-a-Wish Foundation.
This
year
the
MSUM
women’s basketball team has
also volunteered.
Drew Sannes, a freshman
forward for the women’s
basketball team says they
volunteered cleaning up at
WeFest and working at Rib Fest,
the Taylor Swift concert and a
Bison game.

My one reason?

To pay for
books and
tuition.
You only need
one reason to
donate plasma.

Find out how becoming a plasma donor can make a
difference for patients and help you earn extra money.

As a new donor, you can earn
up to $175 in just three donations.*
- Return donors earn $75 this week.*
- Refer a friend and receive a $50 buddy bonus.*
*Fee and bonus offers end on 9/30/13

Donate today at:
Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Moorhead
Right behind the Starbucks on 8th St

(218) 287-2700
In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must
provide a valid photo I.D., proof of your current address
and your Social Security or immigration card to donate.
Must be 18 years of age or older to donate.

grifolsplasma.com
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RENOVATIONS, FROM FRONT
“We’re not looking for any “a very tired” looking Weld,
new buildings,” she said. “All didn’t score high enough for next
we’re looking to do is to get the year’s request, Mahoney said.
buildings we have up to par.”
The four projects that did make
Although MSUM has identified the list might not be terribly
about $10.4 million in immediate exciting, but they are important
needs, eight projects didn’t make for increasing energy efficiency
the cut this cycle including and safety, said physical plant
wheelchair ramps at MacLean manager Jeff Goebel.
and Murray, new air handling
In a Powerpoint presentation to
units in Owens and Bridges and the senate committee, he pointed
a second phase of water-main out:
replacement throughout campus.
The new steam pipes will save
That’s because the university must more than $100,000 in fuel each
balance its needs with those of the year. And only 40 percent of the
31 other MnSCU campuses.
58-year-old Nemzek lights are
In turn, higher education needs operating because they are no
represent only one part of the longer safe. The new ones will be
state’s construction bill, which brighter, stronger and more energy
also funds many other facilities efficient. Reroofing MacLean
and flood control projects. The will stop the perpetual battle to
bills usually pass in even years plug leaks after rain events and
and range from $500 million to improve the insulation. Finally,
$1 billion in size.
securing the stone panels at the CA
For a complete list of will reduce heat loss and allow for
construction requests throughout removal of asbestos.
the system, visit finance.mnscu.
Goebel noted MSUM has made
edu/facilities/capitalbudget/ significant strides in fixing up
index.html. MnSCU uses an buildings over the past decade,
elaborate scoring method (the but will rapidly fall behind again
sheet is also available on the “without continued investment in
website) to create the priorities the next few years.”
list.
Mahoney said she didn’t expect
A larger MSUM request – the university to receive its full $2.7
separate from the maintenance/ million request, but committee
repair list – to thoroughly renovate member Sen. Kent Eken, DFL-

Moorhead voters to elect
mayor, council members

I
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n city elections today, Moorhead voters will choose one of four candidates
to replace retiring three-term Mayor Mark Voxland. They will also elect four
council members, one from each ward. Four others were elected two years
ago. Finally, voters will choose whether to change city elections to even years,
when they would coincide with votes for federal and state officials.

BRYCE HAUGEN • haugenbr@mnstate.edu

Jeff Goebel, MSUM physical plant manager, explains the university’s $2.7 million request for four campus projects to
Minnesota Senate Capital Investment Committee members Wednesday at M State.

Twin Valley, said MSUM is well
positioned given the high priority
leaders are placing on maintaining
current facilities.
“I’m hopeful,” said Eken, who
represents campus and is a former
adjunct faculty member. “There’s

FORUM, FROM FRONT
justify their existence – especially
in so few words.
But CT Hanson, an advisory
group
member
and
mass
communication
department
chair, likened the statements to
something that would be included
in a corporation’s annual report,
so investors – in this case, deans
– could make more informed
decisions.
“If you combine facts with a
forward looking document which
the 600-word document was
intended to be, then those who
have to make investment decisions
have a more complete database for
making a decision to invest or not
invest in a given (department),”
Hanson wrote in an email.
In a Facebook message
exchange, someone posting on
behalf of “Save Our School:
125 More Years” declined to be
interviewed or reveal his or her
identity. The person did offer a
few comments, such as “we still
think there needs to be a balanced
approach to MSUM’s budget
problems, including looking at
ways to boost enrollment.”
The person wrote: “We aren’t
interested in our group being the
news. We are interested in good
decision-making and ensuring
administrators think about student
concerns.”
Student Senate president Kevin
Struxness said he believes students’
concerns are being considered.
“I truly feel the decisions
(administrators) make put the
students first,” he said.
He said he is “willing to listen
to any student’s questions and
recommendations.”
Struxness
can be reached at struxneske@
mnstate.edu.
The chalkboard outside the
Student Senate office displays a
similar invitation – one student
leaders have repeated throughout
the semester:
“Concerned About Campus
Issues? Let your voice be heard,
Talk to SENATE!!! We’re OUR
voice, ‘a closed mouth does not
get fed.’”

still a lot of competition our there,
but they made a very compelling
case.”
The capital investment tour
continued with stops in Crookston,
Thief River Falls, Bemidji and
Park Rapids later in the week.

Meeting with local leaders and
touring facilities is valuable, Eken
said.
“It’s important because we
have so many proposals,” he said,
“and only so much money to go
around.”

